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The University of Montana School of Law will receive approximately $240,000 from 
the Fund for the Improvement of Post Secondary Education over the next three years to study 
the needs of the legal profession in Montana and the program of the Law School in 
relation to those needs.
The grant is the first of its kind in the nation to go to a publicly supported 
lav; school for program development. In recent months, approximately 1,800 applications 
were submitted to FIPSE, which is an agency within the U.S. Department of Education.
Only one in 20 proposals was funded, and the UM Law School grant is viewed as a pilot 
program for the states similar to Montana, according to Alison Bernstein, FIPSE staff 
member. She describes the project as "a bold and innovative venture in the field of 
legal education."
Work conducted under the FIPSE grant will proceed in three stages. The first 
involves a survey of practicing lawyers in Montana to gain a clear perspective of the 
precise kinds of knowledge and skills needed at the entry level of the profession. The 
survey will focus on the work of the Bar in a region of small and moderate sized 
communities, and vast rural areas.
The second phase will entail a close scrutiny of the curriculum and overall 
academic program of the Law School in the light of the needs of the profession. Matters 
considered will include course content, subject emphasis, and teaching methodology.
The grant then will provide funds for program development in both curriculum 
design and actual course materials. In this stage, FIPSE funds will make it possible 
to obtain the help of consultants in the field of law, learning theory, and related 
di sci pii nes.
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Because the study is centered on the needs of the legal profession and legal 
education in a state of relatively small population, it will be pertinent to law 
schools in neighboring states as well as to a substantial number of other American 
law schools with similar educational needs.
Within Montana, the findings of the FIPSE grant should be of broad value to the 
profession and to the public, according to Law School Dean John 0. Mudd. It should 
also aid the Supreme Court of Montana and the Montana Board of Bar Examiners in the 
ongoing work of examining applicants for admission to practice in the state.
"We are very pleased about the range of possibilities that the FIPSE grant 
creates," Dean Mudd said. "The overwhelming majority of our graduates wish to practice 
law in Montana. The FIPSE grant will enable us to continue the growth that has marked 
the history of the School of Law along lines that will best equip our graduates to serve 
the legal needs of Montana in the future."
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